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available to the crew and passengers
for familiarization.

§ 185.518 Inflatable survival craft plac-
ards.

(a) Every vessel equipped with an in-
flatable survival craft must have ap-
proved placards or other cards contain-
ing instruction for launching and in-
flating inflatable survival craft for the
information of persons on board posted
in conspicuous places by each inflat-
able survival craft.

(b) Under the requirement in
§ 160.051–6(c)(1) in subchapter Q of this
chapter, or other standard specified by
the Commandant, the manufacturer of
approved inflatable liferafts is required
to provide approved placards contain-
ing such instructions with each life-
raft. Similar placards must be used for
other inflatable survival craft.

§ 185.520 Abandon ship and man over-
board drills and training.

(a) The master shall conduct suffi-
cient drills and give sufficient instruc-
tions to make sure that all crew mem-
bers are familiar with their duties dur-
ing emergencies that necessitate aban-
doning ship or the recovery of persons
who have fallen overboard.

(b) Each abandon ship drill must in-
clude:

(1) Summoning the crew to report to
assigned stations and prepare for as-
signed duties;

(2) Summoning passengers on a vessel
on an overnight voyage to muster sta-
tions or embarkation stations and en-
suring that they are made aware of
how the order to abandon ship will be
given;

(3) Checking that life jackets are cor-
rectly donned;

(4) Operation of any davits used for
launching liferafts; and

(5) Instruction on the automatic and
manual deployment of survival craft.

(c) Each abandon ship drill must, as
far as practicable, be conducted as if
there were an actual emergency.

(d) Each rescue boat required in ac-
cordance with § 180.210 of this chapter
must be launched with its assigned
crew aboard and maneuvered in the
water as if during an actual man over-
board situation:

(1) Once each month, if reasonable
and practicable; but

(2) At least once within a 3 month pe-
riod before the vessel gets underway
with passengers.

(e) Onboard training in the use of
davit launched liferafts must take
place at intervals of not more than 3
months on a vessel with a davit
launched liferaft.

(f) Abandon ship and man overboard
drills and training shall be logged or
otherwise documented for review by
the Coast Guard upon request. The
drill entry shall include the following
information:

(1) Date of the drill and training; and
(2) General description of the drill

scenario and training topics.

§ 185.524 Fire fighting drills and train-
ing.

(a) The master shall conduct suffi-
cient fire drills to make sure that each
crew member is familiar with his or
her duties in case of a fire.

(b) Each fire drill must include:
(1) Summoning passengers on a vessel

on an overnight voyage to muster or
embarkation stations;

(2) Summoning the crew to report to
assigned stations and to prepare for
and demonstrate assigned duties; and

(3) Instruction in the use of fire ex-
tinguishers and any other fire fighting
equipment on board.

(c) Each fire drill must, as far as
practicable, be conducted as if there
were an actual emergency.

(d) Fire fighting drills and training
shall be logged or otherwise docu-
mented for review by the Coast Guard
upon request. The drill entry shall in-
clude the following information:

(1) Date of the drill and training; and
(2) General description of the drill

scenario and training topics.

§ 185.530 Responsibilities of licensed
individuals.

Nothing in the emergency instruc-
tions or a station bill required by this
subpart exempts any licensed individ-
ual from the exercise of good judgment
in an emergency situation.
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